
Extract from Hansard 
[COUNCIL — Tuesday, 21 June 2016] 

 p3663d-3664a 
Hon Peter Collier 

HIGHER EDUCATION — INDONESIAN DELEGATION 
Statement by Minister for Education 

HON PETER COLLIER (North Metropolitan — Minister for Education) [2.16 pm]: From Monday 
2 May 2016 to Wednesday 4 May 2016, I led a 14-member delegation comprising four of the state’s five 
vice-chancellors and other senior officials from Western Australia’s five universities to the cities of Jakarta and 
Surabaya, Indonesia. 
The Indonesian delegation is the second international delegation to respond to recommendations of 
Western Australia’s 2015 strategic plan for higher education to further develop international relationships in higher 
education. The first delegation was to China and Vietnam, which I also led, in September–October 2015. The goals 
of the delegation were to: build relationships with Indonesian education officials as the basis of future collaboration, 
including joint research; promote Perth as a safe and welcoming city for Indonesian students; increase intakes of 
Indonesian students to Western Australian universities; pursue opportunities to assist the upgrading of qualifications 
of academics in Indonesian universities; promote opportunities for Western Australian undergraduate students to 
undertake part of their courses in Indonesia; and explore opportunities for Western Australian universities and 
vocational education and training institutions to work collaboratively to assist education and training in Indonesia. 
Indonesia’s rapid development is driving an increasing demand for world-class education. The quality and 
capability of our universities and the proximity of our state to Indonesia means that Western Australia is well 
placed to embrace the opportunities that this demand creates. 
The itinerary included meetings in East Java, a province of almost 40 million people with which Western Australia 
has shared a sister-state relationship since 1990. While in East Java, the delegation met with senior representatives 
of the Governor of East Java who encouraged increased collaboration under the sister-state agreement. The 
delegation also met with rectors of East Java’s public universities, which led to a proposal for staff and student 
exchanges. 
The delegation also took the opportunity to visit Karya Mulia, a school for the hearing-impaired. Western Australia 
has been associated with the school since 1990 and the government has contributed more than a quarter of a million 
dollars to assist the school’s infrastructure and programs. While in Jakarta, the delegation met with the Minister for 
Research, Technology and Higher Education, the Indonesian Institute of Sciences, representatives of the Minister 
for Maritime Affairs, the Eijkman Institute for health and medical research, and the Ministry of National 
Development Planning. The delegation is following up joint activities with all these agencies. 
The delegation also met with senior representatives of a number of important Indonesian universities, and 
government bodies that provide scholarships for overseas study. These meetings focused on encouraging further 
research collaboration and an increase in the number of Indonesian students in Western Australia. 
I was delighted that the Australian Ambassador to Indonesia, Mr Paul Grigson, hosted a reception at the Australian 
Embassy in Jakarta attended by potential education partners, including Indonesian alumni of Western Australian 
universities. I am confident that high-level discussions held during the delegation’s visit will lead to new 
partnerships in higher education and closer links between Western Australia and Indonesia. 
I commend the Western Australian universities for their participation in this important initiative and I look forward 
to working with them to follow up the opportunities that have emerged. 
I table a copy of the itinerary of the visit and the list of delegation members. 
[See paper 4183.]  
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